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SURBRJECT: December AUA Today Editorial on Free Goods Fraud

Attached is an editorial discussing the governments’ on-going program to
- eliminate billing for “free" product. Qbviously this is something we need to be
continyously sensitive to with our Patient Start Program.
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“OPERATION GOLDPILL” TARGETS
HEALTH CARE FRAUD

Richard J. Hannigan
Baltimore, MD

he most widespread criminal
fraud investigation ever con-
ducted of health care providers
has led to arrests and indictments.
More than 100 health care profes-
sionals have been implicated for
misuse of free pharmaceutical
samples and illegal diversion, dis-
tribution and repackaging of medi-
cations. _
The U.S. Department of Justice

and the FBI carried out the inves- -

tigation, called Operation Gold-
pill. The probe revealed inten-
tional false billing of Medicare,
Medicaid and private insurance
companies for pharmaceuticals
which health care professionals
had received free. Tens of millions
of dollars worth of homes, finan-
cial accounts and property were
seized as a result of the investiga-
tion.

- Operation Goldpill, AUA TO-
DAY has learned, is only the first

"~ of many investigations of health

care fraud planned by the FBl and
the Justice Department. FBI Direc-
tor William Sessions said Opera-
tion Goldpill is the first phase of
Bureau activity intended to pro-
duce “ongoing evidence” against
those who fraudulently siphon

money from the Nation’s health
care system.

The American Medical Associa-
tion, as reported in the Oct. 12
issue of American Medical News , is
assisting the FBI with the investi-
gations. The AMA is helping to
uncover fraud and has offered the
assistance .of members of its spe-
cialty societies and state medical
associations. These medical soci-
eties and other organizations can
serve as “soldiers in the war
against clinically fraudulent
activities,” '

In the past two years, more than
150 FBI agents have been assigned
to health fraud investigations.
Most of those arrested so far have
been
sold drugs to Medicare patients,

baught them back at a greatly re-
duced price, and resold them to

other patients at full price. -
Urologj eceive free
drugs which are specifically in-
tended for trial use with new pa-
tients. These pharmaceuticals,
some of which are relatively ex-

pEnsive when purchased, can in-
_ iona % or unintentionally be

b o Medicaid, Medicare pr
other third-party payers.
Thystciaiis must be-aware of the
potential for fraud or mistake over
inventories of these pharmaceuti-
cals. Physicians must avoid mis-
takenly submitting payment re-
quests for products received frge
from drug manufacturers. »

WIDE CALIBER

URETHRAL DILATATION
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erative urethral pressure profiies
are shown in the graphs.

Among the 10 patients in uri-
narv retention preomnerativelv

9.3 ml per second peak flow pre-
operatively to 20 m} per second peak
flow postoperatively. For patients in
whom cystometrography showed a
large capacity, sensory motor im-
paired bladder, 80% improved post-
operatively, whereas with a normal
appearing cystometrogram only 50%
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